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The Ostional Wildlife Refuge is the heart of the community of Nosara.
Protected by the Costa Rican government since 1983, the refuge spans 8,054
hectares of marine protected area and 510 hectares of terrestrial protected
area. It includes four beaches: Ostional, Nosara, Pelada and Guiones and
hosts three communities within its limits: Ostional, Pelada and Guiones. The
communities of San Juanillo, Nosara, and Garza are also closely tied to the
Refuge.
The Refuge is surrounded by a 5 km buffer zone, highlighting the importance
of neighboring communities for the integrative conservation of the area.
The administration of the Ostional Wildlife Refuge asks all visitors to follow
these guidelines while in the refuge:



This Refuge has the particularity that 59% of the terrestrial portion is
registered as private property. Due to this, the Refuge was changed from a
government-owned to a Mixed-Use Refuge by law in 2016. As part of this
change, the National System of Protected Areas (SINAC) has been working on
new regulations to manage the Refuge.


